NO-ONE would guestion that Sq
 Clive Sinclair single-handedly
craated the British homae
compuLet market
Without his sub £ 100 micros
the Commedare 68 might still
b £360 and Amstrad cortinly
wouldn't aver have become
involyed in home computers.
“Yet, follawing the
announcament of the take-over
of Sinclair Research's home
computing interests by
Amstrad, Sir Clive now looks
certain to bow out of the markst
1v& was instrumental in creating
The beillient technical career
of Sir Clive Sinciair started
‘when he was still at schoo! but
‘Sinclair Resasrch, the computer
‘company — his. tmrd attemnpt at
-8 high-tech firm — was not
Founded untif July 1978
The 2X30 was the pany's

British high-tech slactranics
and Innovation, By Easter of the
same year Sinclair Hesaarch
was salling an incredibie 12,000
Spectrums a week In July the
2X Interfaces One and TWoO
waere snnounced togather with
the ill-fated microdrives.

Microdrives — one of Sir
Clive’s pet projects — were
hadly savaged by the prass.
Theay initially took longar 10 load
software than oassetia tapes,
the tape Joops stretched
corrupting infarmation stored
on tham and the drives were
unrellable. Intecface Two, with
its Hom seliware capability and
dual joystick ports was similarly
I-fatod. It was withdrawn from
e mstket within two years and
only a handful of Rom-basad
gnmes were aver produced.

InJd v 1984 Sinclalr

first computer launched in
January 1880 with a for then
unhearnt of ane kilobyte of
mamory, Tha machine had &

- flat membrane keypod and the
now famous singls keyword
antry method for its Sinclair
Basic programming ianguape.
_ The computerwas an instant
success. Ih kit form it cost
m.ss. while an assembled
version was £75.95.

The second leap was the
ZXE1, iaunched in March 1981,
It hadd a membrane keyhoard
likes the ZXE0 but with a more
complex verston of Sinclair

st £69.95,

The Spoctmm. taunched in

announced the OL, which
should have been his biggest
triumph. Instead, in a desperate
hurry 1o best the launch of
Appie's Macintosh micro the QL
was rushéd gutin an obly partly
finished form. Tha machine
shown 1o journalists at the
taunch was hardly a OL at pil;
cartainly the opersting system
on view writtan by GST wis
quickly réplgcad by & Sinclait
commissioned OS called
QDOS, widely held to be
infesior.

When machines finally
Arrlved four months sher the
launch they were bug-ridden
and, noradibly, half the

and quickly became the
top-salling home micro.

Clive Sinclair was knighted in
the 1983 Birthday honours list
Prime Minister Margarat
Thatcher saw in Sir Clive a
1echnological inngvator and
almast overnight Sinciait
Research became 2 flagship for
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April 1982, was an incredibie operating system was left
coup for Sit Clive. For the first hanging cutof the back on &
time, here was & powarful hastity constructed Eprom
cpmputer with encuph Ram for  board,
serious apphcations and the 8y May Sinclalr Research had
abitity to producs colour seeumutated £5 million for
graphics, all for undar £200. 13.000 OL orders of which only

Sinclair Reseorch initially soid & faw hundrad had baen

the Spectrum by mail-order delivered. Slnolsir offered
only. As became the p L it s, suth
was o disastrous operation 88 afree ns 232 lead, but his
which left sarty purchasers reputation had been seriously
waiting two months for domaged.
dalivery. The early machines A raliable working QL did not
weea oparationally quirky and appear untlf lata summar of
many of them weya returned by 1984 by which time Sinclair had
customers. The patierm of late ~ been criticised by 1he
deliveries énd unrefiability had  Advertising Standards
begun to emarge. Authority and hounded by

Notwithstanding, the CUSIOMArs.
miaching was ouistanding vatue Eagor ta please his critics the

next maching - the Spectrum
Plys ~ was only annourced 24
heurs before it appeared on WH
Smith's shelves.

In October 1984 Sinclair
Research unwitlingly signed its
own death warrant. Distributors
had wildly overstocked with the
Spactrum Plus at Christmas

Sinclair bows out

and, when the market
nose-dived in January, Sinclair
Ressarch became desperate for
money, just when nobody
wanted to re-ordar

The plannad stock merket
floration was cancellad and
Sinctair looked for partners o
help him weather the storm.

Thetaunch of the C5in
January 1985 did nothing to
bolster Sir Clive's reputation,
Generally teckoned to be a
cranky ideq it branded Nim in*
he media a8 a kind of 'med
boffin' Sura enaugh, Sinciair
Vehicles was soon in trouble,
production was quickly scaled
down and stopped.

Tha storm clouds were
gathering but & savk
10 be about 1o step aboard the
by row pratty
Sinclair ship. Roben Maxwall
boldly announced s taksover of
Sinclair Rasearch during the
summar — by the autumn,
though, 18 Maxwell board had
rejactod the move and Sir Clive
was once moreon his own.
Thase ware difficult months, [n
Octobot 1985 he wak nbla to put
afir | rescu
togather which sausﬁed his
croditors, which by now
includad Thorn EMI, Timex,
Barclays Bank snd AB
Electronics, Sinclair repaid the
Iprger part of his debts over tha
Cheistmas pariod through &
E10m blslk purchssa of
Speacirum Pluses by Dixons and
by February af the leunch of the
new 128K Spectrum, Sir Clive
was predicting his company
would again b the jewed in the
British Camputing crown,
Sadly, that was not to be,

Less than eight weeks later,
on April 7, at o hastily catied
pross conférénce, an
understandably subdued Sir
Clive handed over all
marketing, production and
distribution rights to his
computer products to his arch
rival Alan Sugar st Amstrad.

Tha whate business ha had
built up over saven yoars,
turned over lock stock and
barcel for 8 mere £5 million.

In ona sense it should have
happened sooner — Sir Clive
would be the first to admithe |
not a marketeer, His
eathusizam is firad by the initial
dovelopment stages of a new
product. Once the design is
finalised he loses interest,

Although he will be greatly
missed by the home computer
woatld, ina sanse, he had
already long since leftie Aftar

“°

all he'd done itatl The.

Yes, malmﬂswedm
areilf concelved they
have tripped up 1fwough baing
Iaunched 10a soon. But his

approach any problom with an
apen mind. To constantly & nd
each chaflenga on its hoad,
?:“nmgn until & new solution 18

Clive Marles Sinclair:
born 30 July 1940

1958 Leaves school. Edvior Practical
Wireluss

18961 Fovmed Sinclair Radianics

1982 Microamplifioy — simadler than
2 half crown. Jowns MENSA

1964 Sinclai fogo appears for the
first time

1966 Mivrawiaion TV (95850 Chns
Curry joirs

1968 Syatem AXN) complede fifi
Systam

1972 Hrit caleiator — Sinclals Ex-
peutive (£75.95)

1972 Cambndge caleulntor (£28.95)
Nigel Searle jains

1974 Scientific caleulator [E22.35)

1976 Fust problerns, Black Waich
leunchad  Company (oses
4335000 NEB buys a 43%
slaky for F650,000

1977 Callapse of calcvlalar marker,
NEB impecss further £1.9m

| Black Watch scripped

1978 £2m (055, First amcrocamputer
designed and sald to Newbiry
Labs. Emerges W years (ater
o8 thi Nesw Braun.

1979 Sinclair aplits fram NEE. Sars
1y Saance of Cambiidge with
Chicis Curry. MA T4 kit micra
Curry spits off and sefs g
Acor, Sirelal ancs up Sinclafr
Research,

1980 ZXA0 [EF3.95)

1987 ZX81 1£69.95)

1982 Spectrum laumched 16K (£125)
48K (£175). 300,000 ZX81s
soid. Tarn-aver up to £500r

1983 Spactrums so a1 12000 2
woek. Microdnves (£40.85)
Sm\:lnvr 4 Guardlan Young

and i knighted
in the Guesn's Bmhd-rv Mor-
ours. Flat Scraen TV (£79.95)

1984 COL (£38%, Tum-ower up fo
£2m.  Flostation  of 0%
valusa Sinclalr Roscarch st
£138m. Speactrurm Plas (€173)

1985 C5 faunched by Sinclorr Vel
cles. Cast crisis #f Sinchalr Re-
seavch. Maxwell steps in, snd
owl, £10m raised by sale of
Spectrum fo Dixons

1808 Spectrun 128 (£179). Amstrad
fakes over computer busingss
Sinefaiv moves an.




