OF MICE & MENUS

— windows, icons; mice and pointess
— have been a part of the computing
environment long enough for the irdtial

eactement surrounding their introduction to have
subsided, Micrasoft's Gem and Apple's Mac have both
peoved the desirabdity of such systems, while at the
same tUma satting the stangard for thase 1o follow.

WIMPS software offers a uses-friendly front-end
which permiits the opesator 1 carry-out basic
housekeepng tasks wihout having to resor 1o the
computer operating system. Information s presented
on the screen In the farm of araphic icons. To carry-out
a parlicular task, the user moves & pointer, ysually
controlled by amouse, to the relevant icon and presses
a button.

The theory behind WIMPS is that 4 shoukd be simple
encagh to enable someone with little or no knowleoge
of the aperating system 1o carry-out dist iling and
other essantial tasks. To that end, a paratiel s drawn
between using the computer and rnning an office. in
addition fo facilitating filing operations through the use
of evanyday symbols, extras such as a calculator,
cakiwdar and clock e olten providad,

WIMPS, however, shoukd not be regarded purely as
an ald 10 the computer [literata. It proddes a usedul tool
for anybody wishing fo carry-out what can often be
tedous, mundane operations in a fast, comvenient
manner, which leads us neatly to the subject of the 0L

Given the popalarity of tha machine in business
circles, combined with its cumbersome command
syntax, It is perhaps surprising that it has taken until
now for what can truly be calied WIMPS 1o appear.

Eidersolt’s lcon Control Environment made its
first appearanct in the atter part of last year. The
addition of & professiona-looking mouse will
undoubtedly make it 3 more atiractive option for those
who wish to escape the fedivm of SuperBasic file
handing

As well as the mouse Eidersoft are providing Thair
aticle graphics packaps. The mouse compatibie
software enables freehand designs to be created and
features interchangsable brushes, block copying,
geometric designs, area fill, and other useful functions.

The software for the mouse has been ncorporated
neatly into a ROM cartridge only slightly larger than the
one which housed the original ICE. It protrudeas about
3em. from the ROM sockat, irasfing a metra of cabie to
which is attached the mouse. In operation, the mouse
perfarms admirably, maving the pointer smoathly
round the scraen with na sign of flicker, Moving the
mouse about 12cm. carrles the pointer the width of the
strean. L is therafare possible 1o operate the maouse on

Sinclair/ QL World May 1986

10p of the QL Microdrive panel, although & desk-fop
would be preferable.

On power-up with the ICE ROM In place, the centre
of the screen is occupiad by the main window, with
icons tisplayed in the border area to the left and
bottom of the scréen. They show the storage devices
— microdrives, floppy and RAM discs — calculatar,
calendar, a bin for file defetions and an ESCape button,

Other functions arp represaned i text form on a bar
acr0ss the battom of the scraen. They include options
10 re-name files, customise ICE paramaters such as
the mousa click repeat time, changes the devics names
and set the system clock. Whie some of those
functians ara purely casmetic, enabiling users 1o tailar
the software to their preference, most provide useful
enhancements without you having to think too much
about It. The clock, for exampie, date stamps gach e
diractory entry whenever it is updated.

LUntil recently the
preserve of machines
like the Appie and
Atarl, lcon driven
software and mice
have now arrived on
@ the (L

®

®

Moving the pointer to a device loon and clicking the
right-hand button displays a directory In the main
window. Different icons are used 10 distinguish
between fie typas and if the drectory s of more than
12 entries the remander are displayed on subsequent
pages. Once the direclory has been oaded it is a
simple matter to carry-out filing operations, The fée on
which you wish 1 work is highlightad by placing the
pamter over it and single-clicking with the left button on
the mause. It then bacomes the current file for ak
oparations,

Performing the same operation on an active file
causes it be become inactive. In that manner it is
possiie fo select a number of files on which a single
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command can be persormed. Bath EXECutabie fies
and SuperBasic programs can be run from within ICE
by placing the pointes over the file and clicking the
right-hand button. A more recent featura is the
autoboot faciity, which wii allow you 1o load, for
example, Quill, i the normal mannar, with the ICE
ROM present, thus preventing you havng to go through
the ICE routines

Tre Eiersolt 3
bufion mouse

These are a number of facilities  additon to the
general housekeepng functans. The view option
selected fram the menu bar, outputs the contents of an
active file to & small window. Becauysa of the imitation
of the small window 528, it is pussible to examineg ondy
a small part of 1he file at any teme, The complgte thing
can be viewed saction by section, using the MORE
button, and output % the printer & obtained in the
same manner. & s ddficull to see how this faciity coukd
be of great use, other than 1o examing SuparBasic
listings or files created wsing the Psion packages. In
esther case a mare acceptable output could probably
be obtained in the comventional manner,

Of similarly dublous value is the caloulator. While
ease of operation saerably iImproved by the
presenca of the mouse — the pomter IS positioned
over the refevant keys and nput & dsplayed on the
imitation LED screen — | cannol imagne anmana
wanting 10 use It In preference o the genuine artick
Mare uselul is the calendar, As well as providing
information for 1ha dad png of updated lles, tis
possdie to paga back and forth through the months
ard check on particudar day/date combinations

The only other meuse-diven, kon-based system
which coukd be tescribed reaistcally as an ICE
alternative 15 the ABC Electranic EASE, or Easiy
Applicable System Environment, The complete
package comprises the mouse, EASE software on
Microdrive; and Giga-Basic, a SuperBasic extension

The first thing Yo strike ong about 1he hardvwarne s its
ungainky appearance. The two-button mouss & nea
gnpuph — about the siz¢ of a cigarette packeat and
raised at the rear — but the method of connection
extremely massy. The lead terminates in 2 D-plug
which fits into one end of the interface, a black box
about the same size as tha mouse. At the other end

connected in the same manner, are two more leads
One of them is e connection to CTRLT, the other
takes powar from the ROM socket

With the mouse connacted and the QL switched-on,
EASE boots-up in the usual way. Icons are dsplayed on
the right of the screen and the pall-down menu bars
across the tap, EASE & very much more windaw- and
menu-orientated than ICE. It is possibile 10 exarcss

greater contral oves how miormation is presanted,
although that is not necessarily tesirabie

Working upwards from the bottoen of the screen, the
findl three icong represent SArage devices — the twa
Microdaves and a third evice which can be configured
by ha user. Maving the pointer over the dsc symbol
and clicking provides an icon-based Greciory window
Up to seven winoow directories ¢an be displayed
simultaneously and therafore il & passie 1o examing
the contents of several devices withaut ceanng the
sCreen

With so many wndaws on the screen, things may
become confusing and the EASE dusthin performs the
hunction of chasing the topmost window. It & not used
o defete files, as that function & prowded on &
pull-clown menu

The remaning icons are all concermed with the
manipalatan of windows on the screen. The duphcator
allows a copy of the window 1o be displayed on another
part of the screen, so that separate parts of the page
can be worked on simultangously, Windows can be
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entarged or reducdd and their contents scrolled in any
direction. Tharefore it is pessible 1o have a page much
bigger than the window through which it is viewed
Finally, the windows can ba positioned anywhere
within the screen area

Just as icons are used exclusively for window
commands, housakeeping oparations ase performed
under controt of Mac-style, pull-down menus. In all,
there are five. Maving the pointer 10 the first, marked
DESK, and clicking pulls down the menu. That
particula mana offers the choice of a scantific
functon calculator or a slidng puzze-type game. The
other four menus have several more useful functions to
call pn, including fike deletion and copying, formatting
sorting, and view

Like WCE, EASE can be custamised %0 sut your
particular requremants, The default media can be
switched from Microdrive 1o floppy dscs, the scroll
speed of the windows can be allered, as can the speed
with which windows are maved about the screen
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Thare is, however, na aplion ta change the spead at
which the painter moves

It s difficult to make a stralghtiorward comparison
of ICE ang EASE as they differ, not only in individual
aspects, but in their approach % the whols idea of
desk-top systems. ICE has the edge In tesms of
available options and its structure = altogether tighler,
making it easier for the novice to assimilate. Neither
there any quastion that the Eidersoft mousa Is 3
supenor product o its ABC counterpart.

EASE, on the other hand, has more fexble wndow
facilities and will probably appeal more to those who
prefer & greatar degree of control over how ther
informiation if formatied on output. At2100M, which =
roughly £60, it is considerably cheaper than ICE,
though a Stralght price comparison may not ba fotally
refevant, depending on your preference for Extended
Basic as against the ARTice graphics packape

Users with RAM expansions and disc drives will be
tempied t opt foe ICE, as # offers the possiblity of
mutti-tasking with the CHOlce saftware which costs
£14.95, That permits use of all four Pgan packages —
o¢ any other EXECable programs — concurrently,
provided you have adequate mamory space, and
dllows switching between them

Having used both systems, my preferencs & for ICE
Being ROM-based it is more convenient to use and it
has all the tacilites one could reasonably expect. When
used in combanation with the Choice software it
transforms the OL nta a powarful, muiti-tasking
workstation which is cfficult to fault

Eidarsoft, The Office, Hall Farm, N. Ockendon,
Upmirster, Essex RM14 30H. ICE, Mouse and ARTice
£89.95 or £65 It an ICE Cartrxloe is traded in. CHOIce
multi-1asking software £14,95

ABC Elektronic, Huegeistr 10-12, 4800 Beleeld 1
West Germany, Giga Soft Mouse, EASE and Giga-Basic
210DM ex poslage
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