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#s we head into autumm, we starl this issue with some
newsworthy items, Freddy Wacha of Digital Precisien bhas
infersed us that, "Fiderseft are kapat( the ftari ST did
it, N the 6 and their 1 business will either be taken
over by Transfors or ourselves.® 411 of Fidersoft's @
products are still readilg available, incleding their Momse

which we have in steck. v

ROONC0NN COHDNG
Sandy is mdvertisisg a 236k batterg backed static raa cord
conplete with software which we will revies in an uponing
issue, Hiracle sgstess is alse advertising a &L fuadraprint
peripheral which allows 4 W’s te be commecled to ome
prister. It wses British “plugs” fer the serial conmections
which are not standard db~9 like 0.5, Ql's have o yon
sould have to make a modified cable.

For these of gom whe like Lattice € as & pregrazaing
language, SBANTA, the superb users growp in the B is mow
library  to

offering a Lattiee pesbers., For  more

infermatisn contact :

Flat §
101 Erighten Read
Sutien

By Morsholl Stiles

The 8 has several wags of accepting SuperBASIC commands,
The most often thought of methed is 2 program with the
characteristic line nunber followed by 2 command {(Exanple:
109 priat "Rells!™. The other nethod is nore or less tiken
for granted. The immediate node For entering code, loading
prograns (Example: PRINI “hello!™ (ENIER)) is wswally used
for just that, and that's where it wsmally ends,

On the wnexpanded 6L I foumd that there was a unique use for
the latter netbod of inpat. The difference was that the
commands would be coming frem a file iastead of the
keghoard, I had created a large ausher of decuwments oo ome
sicrodrive using the OUILL word processor. lhis resulied in
an out of nmemory error svery time I attespted to lead 2
document or qet 2 directery, It was then that I realized
that the boot pregraz wrilten in SuperBASIC was lakieg w
valuable memory space. 1 used am editer te alter the pregraa
apd saved it as “beol™ in place of the old “best" progras.
e is the new listing:

HINBOK 512,256 ,8 B:C5IZE 2,1:015

A1 2,11:PRINT “LBABING O1-WP°

A1 4,13:PRINT "versiea ";2.1

AT §,6:PRINT "copyright 198¢ PSION LTD"
A1 8,12:PRINT “word processer”™

EXEC_ ¥o81_gLwp

" to cail wrong,

DRERE'S BUGY 0N A7) HUAER
PART THD BES00

This is the second and final part in o listing ue
receivad from Digital Precision that ve started in
iast month's issue, He hope you find it useful.

TE0e5eGEB00 o860

Sertal tronsaission can becoae flake the off-

spasmodic if CPU-bound jobs are ending jobs

rURNing., cuspend then-
selyes for
short pericds

fon't use CAHLL,
except fr. short
hootstrap pras.

CALL from g larged>22k) BASIC
proaras can get the addrass

Hore than 9 LOCats or parameters Don't use more
in one procedure con crash BASIC. thon 9 LOCats.

Orouing o BLOCK of width 312 Use CLS, or two
doesn't do anything. sgaller BLOCKS.

Yery long lines given to IHPU
say couse ' puffer full' error.

fttenpting to EDIT after g pro-
cedure has aborted or been

stopped ®may not be spotied. The
msg. ‘not tmplemented’ is given
and the urong line prsented for
editing, Sctually editing this

fon't try o in-
put more than
128 choracters.

Type“break” if
‘not implemented
is given in
response to
EQRIT. Then
retry the edit.

{ine can corrupt the BRSIL prg.

For a complete listing of all the “bugs™ on
Digital Precizion's tist, send o SASE and we'll be
glad to xersx it for uou,

kkkk

Notice the lack of line npumbers. Fach line is executed as
before. The difference is that the @1 discards the cosaand
after execution instead of bholding it in nmemerg. "L0AD
ndvl_bost” bacezes the same as “LRUN advl_beol™. Jou casmst
list the progras with the LISI command.

There are two catches to this nethed. First, all comaands
nest be executable as stand alene, typed in commands (me
line nunber references). Second, if gea call other pregrans
or comaand files (like this one) amd execwlion of the File
is aberted presaturely, the File can be left in 3 open
state with no apparent way te aceess it aqain but te reboot
the cosputer. I suggest that this aethed be wsed for oae
tine sperations like a simple boot progran, bst it mag have
sone ather useful purposes,
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In last nonth's issue, lise 118 of YMarshall's progran
SPINNING RINGS, has am error which we wani to correct. The
Iast part of the line SHOULE have been printed, "ecel = §
and  mot  Veccsi®, We apelogise For the  error,

fne of ithe  Dbiggest orowth areas in  microcompuler
applications  todsy is  BESKIOP  PUBLISHING. &  key
requirenent of  sueh  prograas i the  effective
combination of text and graphics on a2 nmulli-page basis.
Several  commercial  pregrams  of  this  tape, such  as
Yentura Publishing and Pagemaker, are available for the
Machintesh, IBM, &tari S1, and Mmiga lire of computers,
These prograns range From 150 to §864.

The Siaclair Ol is net to be overlecked in this area,
Teo commercial prograns, The FRONI PAGE EXIRR frem Gap
Software and DESKIOF PUBLISEER from Bigital Precision
provide nmany of the Fealares of these programs at a
fraction of the price.

This revien will highlight the main feateres provided by
each of lhese prograns showing once again  thal e
i with  its 68008  processer and  expansion
capabilities can  provide  "real’  creative  power.
Tgpical wses for  these programs could Be  the
generation of sales Flyers, catalegs, priee lists For
small  companies, a club  pewsletier, greeting cards,
business cards, the possibilities are almest  emdless
with 2 litile perseveramce in mastering the capabilities
provided,

Gap Software was the First nenafactorer te produce 3
desktop publishing package. Their First attespt, FRONT
MGE, provided mamy of the basic fumctions but was rather
slow and limited im its formatting capabilities. The
pegran  was the First te wuse [Liberation Seftwara’s
GLIBERATOR to compile Superbasic code in  which the
native progran was writlen. [Recently GAP introduced an
updated version of FRONT PAGE, once again compiled ssing
CLIBERATOR, Bat with improved functiomality. & key geal
expressed by this mamofacturer was te develop a2 progran
shich would ren in an wnexpanded 128k nachine. GAP bhas
paintained this philesophy even with the current version
of FRONT PaGE, bet was wise enough to realize that namgy
@1 users now have erpanded nemory and would like to see
prograns which caa  wtilize it to provide extended
capabilities, This led to FRONI POGE [EXTRA  which
requires  at  least 28k of  additional  memery.

£ receat entry ints the market, Bigital Preesion's
DESETOP  PUBLISHER (DIP) costs appreximately tiwice as
nach as FRONT PAGE EXTRR (FPXO) Dbut is rich in samy
innsvative featares especially in the graphics ares that
the former lacks. Conpiled using TURED, it tloo requires
at least 256k of expansion memory. Both progrias cas be
wsed pwely on their own  but their real power are
realized when combined with a dedicated werd precessor
and graphics patkages.

The feateres provided by  both ans e toe
parerous o elaborate opon fully, 1 will, therefore,
linit ng review to the major differeatiating fealures
provided by both aleng with areas which could stand some
inprovenents,

Both pregrans allew for the wser to enter text either
thra manval keyboard entrg or via 2 file inte a2 wser

definable windew. FPY allews For files readein to come
from fuill, BP's the Editor, or even From Superbasic. It

2

strips out ang costrel codes present. DIP can  alse
accept Files but does net properly strip out the control
codes  from Quill making nmanual  editing  necessary.(See
fugast GUR for way Yo overcome this, EDD In btk
prograns nmanual entry From keghoard is linited te sinple
insertion and deletion and nmownent within the defined
window enly, FPY allows the user to chese from amomg 6
feats om a character by character basis, while BIP ealy
allews for this to be made on the entire conteats of the
window. This neans many nors windews would need to be
opened in DIP making it slightly nmere akeard to ase,
Khes imput is coming frem 3 File, DIP will oaly display
inpst ints ghich fils ihe defined-window (which caanmol
sxeeed the 400 pixel by 200 pixel viewport displaged. If
the file length exceeds this the wser must scroll to
display the proper portion and open another windes after
seralling fo form large colemas. This is limiting in
conposition of applications requiring sulliple eolwmns
such a5 newsletters, ete, FPX shines in this area with
3 in=puilt Facility te Forsat isfermatisa read fros a file
iste 2,300 4§ colunms across the page. The wser o
interrapt entrg at ang time to pesition to a different
colomn, position within 2 coluwmm, or even page. (FPX
provides 2 simultamecus pages with 236k extra, while BIP
provides this with 517k added).

Justificatien is alse available in beth programs to
sake ouiput losk very professional. In BIP te wser
selects WMo, Left, Right (really flash justification to
both right and left ends of columw) or ceatre. FPX
provides esseatially enly full  justification (flush te
left and right colemns).This asicrojustification (dome on

. a pixel by pixel rather tham character basis to nimimize

‘white space’), is done as imput is rewd and is quite
interesting to walch!

fap states that they realize their program is  werg
linited in graphics (freehand line drawing only and
06's) and they asseme users will insport and masipulate
graphics using extersal dedicated graphic packsges  such
as E¥E-@ or CRAFHIBL. Ihis is the area in which BIP
excells, The program has several nmodes of  operation
including the above-mentioned text sede in uhich & ™7 by
-pivel-linited fonts are enployed. fnother nmede allews
for higher resolutionn text on a 16 by 16 pixel basis.
This text can be scaled up in either "™ or “"g" directions
to produce large characters without significast less of
defintion for headlines or large graphic characters. Te
this end approximately a dozen femts are supplied, two
of uhich are graphical.

The capabilities provided in this mede are numeress.
They include variable line spacing, beld, italies Gath
right,left,or no slaat),upside down, reversed, mirrored
and  rotated  characters ea  all  fomts.  Craphic
nanipulations allew Tor  mergimg of chargeters with
mmereus patterns via an  exclusive Fuction. This leads
to nmany interesting effects such a5 shadow writing,
sirrer uriting, and generation of elaberate
patterns suitable for framming text. BIP alse allows for
importation of  graphics in  beth  compressed  or
un-conpressed nodes inversion, mirroring and Full ecut and
paste operation,

BIF allows for a Dbuilt-in peltitasker which allows
the user to leave the program and switch to anether via
CTRL-C, FPX is rum a5 an execw job amd reguires 2
pregrad sueh a5 Taskmaster to allew switching of jebs. _

BIP  provides For a total werk area of M0 x m\~

pixels and has a print driver allewing for the page(s)



to be pristed upright or sideways. FPX provides for 2
g6 x 80 pirels area and alse coatains 2 specialized
priat deiver.

This review can not pessibily expect to
ively include all the Features provided by

—— these  excelleat pregrams, FPX is  ideal IF  uswr
. applicatiens are prizarily  textual  and  pullicolems
~— oriented while BIP while nmore than adequate for  those

ases excels where graphics are a key elerent of the
tetal page composition.
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Bigital Precisien bhas just recestly released BECLIEP
PEBLISHER SPECIAL EBITISN wersion 2.8, This new version
requires a rminisus of 512k EAM and the use of at least a
single disk drive. Some of the advanced festures of this
sparial version include the following. Fou can have windows
larger than the visible sereem which can be up to the size

of the whele page, There are now 71 integral @ character

sels instead of 12 and gou cam now chamge lo 3 differsnt

characier from inside the fex! sede. ¥ou can use ang eor all
the H sels ia ene piece of text. Userselectable word wap
oz text is now availabla. One is able to underline
individual werds, isverse individual words asd have right
jastification te word or character,

There is sow alse Fell @UILL lis and  @TLL doe
cespatability, IF you use control codes in OOILL suech a5
8818 er italies, BESKTOP will impert these alse. Yew ecan
load ltext acress amg area up to the entire page in one go.
You can lead 16 by 16 Fonts across any area up te the entire
page in ene go, The page can be mirrored, isverted and yew
ean npes specify differeat page sizes (83, 84, 5, for
exasple). You can “aute size™ incoming text For the best
~sssible fit.

\/ﬁraﬁitmg, there are mam line, aré, lime, circls, and
ellipse drawing routines. There is a full Featmre texture
fill regtine and over 7008 textures are included as
standard, Jou 23y also defizme gyour cun lextures. Jou can
svea lead in pagas frem, sag, FRONT PROE, asd re~design thes
in BESKTOP.
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For these of you whe would like pore information en a
comparisen between the above tws dasklop pregrass fer the
B, the fugust issee of GL WORLB alse has am article ea U
siasilarities  and  differences  belween  the  tue.

izd, for ang of gew with a Prowriter 2036 printer, the
uqust issue alse centaiss a listing of a2 pregram te allew
geu to medify the CFRINT File Fron EASEL to dump to gour
printer.

The fmgust issee alse ceataies an excellenl article by Simen
Goodwin{ of IURED fame) sa differences beltueen the wvarieus
@i RGMs which complements our "Bugs in ny SuperBasic®
listing Featured earlier in this issue.

received the following letter from Carl Ruchte of

\_eaisville, NC:

"1 was pleased te find the coverage of PASIAL im gour July

@l BEPBRD> There has been little on lamguages other than
SaperBASIC in any of the mewsletters er maqazines I receive.

Those of us whe prograd in other lanquages are aluags happy
s Fisd that we are mot  tetally  everlosked.

It eight be uell to poist sut te gour readers ihat if the
desonstration prograns in the Julg GIR are cospiled with the
Wetaconco compiler that the extensions to IS0 eptios mest be
invoked; that is, when the cospiler asks, “Extensions to IS
standard Q2" you pust type "y"{enter).

The Netacesco cempiler with the exteasions te IS0 oplien
invoked pernits a simpler neams of sending data to the
priater. Example:

Progran TestprintCinput output plintfile);

var
printfile: text;
Begin
rearite(printfile, "serl2");
sriteln(printiile,'This will alse make the printer
werki') -
Ezd.”

TRHROIR]

Networking a Trusp €L to THOR kas preved te be 2 very pice
conbination. YCHANGE on THOR does net seen lo conlain the

 bug in ARCHIVE which limits you te 2300 some odd records. Ke

were able to surpass the nusber on VHOR which resulted in an
“incosplete File transfer® error when we attespted to close
the file on a OL. Unfortunately, we have been umable to
transfer the "HBR" database over to the 8L and suctessiully

open it.
OUOOK GHIRRDNG

The battery cleck sheuld be readily available by the lime
gou read this. We apologise Fer the delay and hepe gyou feel
the wait was worth it.

For these of gou whe porehased TAX-I-BL, there will be 2
1987 edition awailable which will print directly to IIS
forns and the tax tables are built in. We will have mere
isfernation op pricieg and cests for an upgrade in the pext
issue.

t ﬂ 4 review by Chuck Platt

Sidewinder is basically a screen dusp pregraa, itk a
difference, It is a set of wtilities that met ealy alless
gou to dump a screen from aay graphic program, bat alse
gives you the facilities to alter gewr graphie, as in a
drasing program. I1 alse incledes a uwtility to priat labels
fros either a graphic seurce of frem the built in text
facility.




Sidewinder is a nomochrone high=res node { dump, which neans
that it ealy prists the black pixels of a coler grophic
sereen, but doa't let that throw yeu. It alse gives gou the
optiutotnvertaudetscreatemde#,aadviuma,
althoagh Sidewinder won't print out 2 mede 8 sereen.
Included is a RED/GREEN coler coaversiem splien that gives
gou the choice to make red or greem aitber Black or white,
or 2 nostly whitesblack random dot patters. The choices are
between 1 & 9, 1 being nestly white, and 9 being nestly
black, If you do mot cheose ts recoler them red asd greem
uill be igaered,

The pregram is set wp in a series of memus that are reached
by single key entries which include the fumctien kegs and
others. Ihere is an istersal help Facility that covers all

aspects of the progran that cam alse be printed owt as 2
fmll file.

When the pregram is First loaded gow have the optisn to
viewprist the help files, load a sereen, prist labels, or
priot 2 rule. The rule is provided as an aid for judging how
2any spaces gou want 1o ese to cemter wour graphic o2 gour
particalar priater,

There is enly ene printer driver and that is For EPSEN BX88
or coppatible printers,

fter gou have chosen to and loaded a3 screen gou can them
either got 2 hard copy, save it to memory just in case gou
eake a sistake, mirror, imvert (change black to white), or
edit, Gnce in the edit rede gou can draw freehasd or point

by peint. You cam use black or white ink. In Freechand nede

geu can change the corsor size for thick or thin lines.
There is also a tert editor that allews geu to enter text
using either the ® character set or a bold character sef,
face gou are satisfied with gour screem gou can make 2 hard
cepy. In this mode gow are asked for the ¥ density, 1 to 3,

ubich does 2 raltiple pass. Jew are asked for the X density
hich isclades all the possible Epsen deasities, and gou are
asked for the size of gour dusp which can be angubere fros

your full size screen to postage stamp size. There is also a
cat option uwhich allows ysu to crep gour screen down to a
fraction of the eriginal.

This is really the pregraa I was looking for 2 gear ago when
I first tried printing eut a sereen froma PEINIEE and wound
up with an elonqated disterted inage. I like havimg editing
facilities in a2 dump very nuch even though these are
limited, flse the labeler is a2 nmice  touch.
Gverall 1 think Sidewinder is good valee for gowr dollar.
It's pot E9EQ, but it's very wsefel.

Three stars out of Five 131,

UNTIL NEXT MONTH.....
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PFERE ARE OOPE OF THE
DIFFERENT FONTS FROM
BESKTEP PUBLISRER

AND SOHE OF TEHE
DIFFERENT GRAPEIC
FONTS..
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