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New QL printer shipped
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Shipments of Sinclair’s new specially-
designed serial dot-matrix printer (pictu-
red opposite with the QL) began late last
year - much to the delight of many QL
owners, who will find that the machine is
ready to plug-in-and-go with their ma-
chines.

Thehigh-quality printer offers several
modes, including near letter Quality
(NLQ) as well as a graphics mode which
allows it to carry-out ‘screen dumps’
from the QL. It costs only £249 (includ-
ing VAT) and is available from local Sin-
clair stockists. If you have difficulties
obtaining the printer, please contact
DDI;-5 Kings Ride Park, Ascot, Berk-
;%i;;, SL5 8BP or by telephone on 0990

1.

It is only 390 mm wide, 119 mm high
and 266 mm across and weighs less than
five kilogrammes. A wide variety of paper
types can be used, as paper is accepted
either by friction or tractor feed. You can

—

also use carbon-paper with the printer -
allowing you to make up to two addition-
al copies of a document while printing (as
long as the total thickness of the paper
and carbon does not exceed (0.2 mm.)
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_ new areas of use.

world, Sir Clive Sinclair said that he didn’t
- '!mow ‘Where the QL would lead - only that
~ he knew its users would make the most of
_it. Since then, we have seen all kinds of
developments for the QL —from hard-disk-

“based stock control systems to mteihgent
- adventure games which defy description.

ed business software ‘suites, dedicated
gmwmg stable of QL products which will

- continue to ensure support and rogram de-
_velopment for the ¢ Suantum

e 'I‘he QL celehrabes its second h:rthday this  all Rmds of new dedaca%{’t
. month amid a sound collection of hard-

.. ware add-ons which befit an established and
~ popular computer, along with a new collee-

",'ii“‘ &n of software which nngs the QL lnto

~ available.
ofi interesting dedicated machines built &om v

‘At the announcement of its en;ry intothe

- the QL already. The most suceessful, or at mtmﬁ
least the best-known, of them is the ICL/ _ ksﬂft—
British Telecom OPD/Tonto project - which : expémsmn
incorporated the state-of-the-art computer sye;tems teiaphbaerbﬁs gomg‘uter

 technology of the QL combined with mod- communications through devi such as
e telephony equipment, data communica-  Tandata’s amjx.mpular QL ON modem

 tions systems and sophisticated Psion soft- qute;;n fast data ] he
ware in ROM to provide a package which Micro

 offers everything from speech
RAM expansions, flappy disks, iniﬁgm- ‘

printers and monitors all now ferm ofa
 tions experts making use of the same hi

ap, With
the recmt prwe re&uetmn of the machme -

Not that there haven't been a mde range

‘beé eoncocted from the g»g

synthesis to -
mainframe computer communications, -

Thousands of the machines have been or:
dered by telephoae authorities through
the world, with executives and communic

"ﬁ}’i’g@iﬁl ity

This is your page

technology and software expertise first ¢
veIOped on the QL The ati;rmn

White space is not a pretty sight, par-
ticularly in the eyes of an editor. Only
you can prevent this dreaded di-

Adventurer 's |
\_;annotatlons -

I am c«mmy wnt:ng arﬂ adventure pro-

- and have encountered a few prog

mming
dlﬁcultles with wlueh yeu may sble to,
x heI me,

rst, is. there anm in which ti*;e QL'

‘Save Game’ feature. This means, howe-
ver, that if an error occurs while trying to

-~ save or load a game, the QL ‘takes over’, -

printing up an ervor message and them
gmmstups Whatfthmkineedxsg
‘recovery system like that used by sion i n
its four packages (QL Quill,

with a lowly ‘AH’ ROM?
Finally, when I finish writing my adven-
ture game in SuperBASIC, I want to
~convert it to machine code. I understand

thsnlneadacompﬂertodoﬂus ‘Are there |

. on the market at this
; tune and1¥so wh,lch do ym; recommend?

Wehvyn Garden Csty, Herts

f?"\ z

ETTERS

ROM version - AH or at;hemme . % of it.

: M@maﬁdmw.:
~ gram in SuperBASIC on the Sinclair QL

Write to:
 software houses a package called The QLUB Bditor,
SuperBASIC Production Kit. As the name N}r-lﬁlalrﬂ;ff careh
- implies, it is a set of routines which give the | Mhtgﬂ, ’

ed, 80 as to prevent

people from stoppmg the program while it
|18 running? | wesasaremtenedtogﬂowp rograms to
~ Also, in the pmgram I hzwe incorporated -

ol ;;éyou are intending to use a SpperBA-”“
Archweaxﬂﬁm',.
like). Huwxsxtposm‘bletodnﬂnsoaaQL i

sease from striking the letters' co- | o
lumn of Sinclair QLUB News. B

If we say or do something you dis-
agree with, are surprised by or just
want to sound off about, put pen to
paper (or hands to keyboard) and let
us know. Like it says here, this is your
page and it's up to you to make the most

It isn't the only place in this maga-
zine for your comments; there's the
Programmers’ Forum for your pro-
gramming tips and queries, and the
QL Quarks column to hear QL quips
— but the letters page is the first
place most people look for letters.

bw"br Youmndoailthebmﬁﬂsggg
: q‘ﬁ Gb&ﬂ i
between ROM versions ﬁm@gﬂwméz 5

Slﬂd&ﬂ‘ Researe}: sells to ee:mmemaf

programmer additional facilities, including

break protection, fast program loading, er-
ror trapping, copy protection and such feat-

Cambridge CB4 4AE

be published in SuperBASIC. It is avail-
able from Technical Support, Sinclair Re-
seareh, Milton Hall, Milton, Cambridgeona
royaity-ﬁ-ee basis to be ‘installed into a
mmercial package for £100.

er, however, you do not need ¢
@mmmm toa
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* even more of a pleasure to use.

~ Probably the most dazzling of the new
_programs is QL Paint - a speclally rewritten |

" version of Talent’s popular ‘painting’ pro- |

- gram for the QL. QLPmntlsdesagnedta
- make it easy to exp!mt the full range of QL

: gxaplncs using  icons  and  drop-
_down menus to select from 50 commands.

- The program can be operated by either the - .

_ke board cursor keys ‘or via a joystick.
: any of the commands can

s ) that you have more than 4,000 graphics

: .operatmns at your fingertips. At the same
_ time, everything is easy to remember and = %
| accesssbie If you prefer to work without

- prompts for greater speed,
“‘command short-hand” available by typnig :
- on the keyboard. .
~ Screen pictures are created bv drawmg“' :
directly on the sereen with the cursor or by

there is also a

using commands for standard features su

. as circles, boxes and ellipses. The
commands also let you change colour and
brush style, copy parts of the picture from -

~ one place to another, mirror an area, and
create different patterns or textures.

- Your finished picture and texture library
' can be saved on Microdrive cartridge or

 disk and can also be printed on paper. Once

- saved, it can be included in 2 SuperBASIC
rogram as 4 title screen or illustration. QL

aint sells for £24.95 and can be ordered
using the form at the back of this issue.

- If you want a challenge which requiresa ~ =
little less dexterity and perhaps a little
more thought, then you might be intrigued
by Magnetic Scrolls’ QL Pawn text adven-
The game is set in a magical
kingdom, from which you are free to roam

~ hure game.
_about at will.

QL Pawn’s command interpreter makes
this a very s claf game as it allows a very
lish language instructions -

free use of
unlike many ot er adventures, which limit

the player to a pre-ﬁetermlned set af -

commands.

You are the E'mclpal player in a stor} :
t

~ which involves the whole of the kingdom of

~Kerovnia and its inhabitants. Your first
ehaﬂen%e 18 to discover the goal of the gams -
en find the best Wiy to achieve it, ,

You'll soon gather that you need to use the -

~=dng ¢

« items you find on your travels.

You tell your QL what you want to do by- '.
typingin commands just as xfyouwaye...

“instructing a human games master
- Pawn'’s sophisticated command interpreter
understands a wide range of English words-
and aceepts ‘constructions.
 There is also a full range of special
. commands which do things such as aﬂtmrtg

~ you to change the screen displays; learn

_Your seore, save part-ﬁmshed games, and
more

T’nf: newyear bnngs mth 1ta new crop of__.

. Sinclair-published games and entertainment

_ software for the QL. From arcade games to

. artistry software, the latest selection of Mi-
crodrive offenags will make your machme :

combined |

ther to help or hinder you in your quest.
To find whether

on the back page. It costs £19.95 and

includes a detailed manual to give you a
headstanmsolvmgﬂusnddie i

3% §”¢§m§ §

edzted usmg the magvztfv featm

“You meet many other characters in this
" adventure world and each of them can be
independently-minded and may choose ei-

or not you'll be a
successful pawn in this electronic game of y other
- life, you can order QL Pawn using the form ;mtfrosandnowappem‘manenhamedf'

- on the QL.
_ -Quest and ’I?le Adventure two class &

.

BE4R <

“ If you notfeehngapmsofvmgasbl .
or mysterious an adventure as that offered
by QL Pawn, then you might éansrderQL
Classic Ad\renmres ~ this tape % :
two popula® and classic adventures which -
hawepassedthetestoft&meonmany' -

The collection mcorporates Mo




venture gfames wrthout w’hlch na_ eollectmn

by Crowther and Woods.

; adveapm'e game and ed a host of imi-
~ tators. Mardﬂlns Qﬂest };8 an excstufg and
| seque Ll

6 to be complete,
. Thee latter is a spec?&f QL version of the
t was gﬂﬁmﬂered the first real computer

QLUBNews

d;reetmns but you can move mﬁv up and
~ down using your ladders. Your other control
allows you to dig, using your pneumatic

hammer to knock holes in the platforms.
They will trap a monster so that you can

attack it with your hammer - but you have

to move quickly or the monster will crawl

~out of fhe hole. QL Quboids is available

QLUB and sells for £9.95.

: Arcade action and adventures, however
oad  are not really suited for more than one

‘well be in the for
Ia“stm@ The Iabest QL arcade
game tﬁkesfy&uﬁ)t outt of this world - but
her inside If - for this action.

. In QL Ja
aﬁnbioaé and ammms drug; placed in a
~ series of dangerous situations m the fight
~ against disease. Armed with bug-busting
missiles, you must fight your way through
26 A nsmk‘e;ﬁtfl;mlmyboard
or;dysuckcmtml successful mission can
- be rewardeﬂ with e}evﬁmn m_the Hall of

bd'm*e they
virus and bae-
thelr movement;

gaid | accor
d fwh’hmg antibodies (aﬁer all,

S i Sh d%behm&hz;?
you cannot shoot through them.
costs £9.95 and can be ordered

choice for arcade asiiton is QL
20-screen ‘platform’ game in
ol walkways and scaffolds in

! :effour spec:es of

a Tpiatfoﬂns have hecome
partic ¥vinﬂém formof
ds ym ‘ate forced to wear

w%msumve 'I‘heanly

oo 4
“You start each mm at gmund Eevei and
jere are four platforms above you, connec-
by ladders. The monsters move round
m at will and eontact with any monster
will instantly cost you a life and return yo fy

: ,grmmd You ean meve x-mmd in fo

- word

to the deadli-
‘concerned. No points

- son. 8o if you have people round to look at
X _mur QL you might eonsider bringing out
‘game reminiscent of those played on popu :

_ Fictionary, a word-chall

lar television programs.
QL Fictionary is two iames in one: a
essing game whic

identify obscure and sometimes unrecogni-

‘sable bits of the English language and

Word hoard, a real brain-teaser which asks
~ youto make as many words out of a given

 series of letters as possible.
QL Fictionary is suitable for one to four

players. The QL. gives you a word and asks
you to guess which of the four possible defi-
mtwns 18 con*ect Ail the wo are nouns,

Rt ok Bt
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enge

requires you to
‘hoard. When your three minutes are up, -

usmg the form at the Back cf thzs 1ssue

verbs and 3d3e<.t1ves whmh are in current
usage - but they are specially picked so that
you are unlikely to have encountered them
previously. With more than 2,000 words -~
plus amusing true and false cieﬁmtmns -
this game should entertain anyone who
loves the English language. .
Wordhoard is an even stiffer test of your
vocabu!aw You are given three minutes to
find as many words as possible from the
letters of a given QL Fictionary word. Af-
ter checking and scoring your words, the
QL will then reveal how many it found in
QL Wordhoard’s own 18,000 word dictiona-
ry. As well as playing both pames separate-
v, individual é}layerq can play Fxcﬂenary :
and Wordhoard as one game. After 50 Fie-
tionary words, the QL wxll wmtfch to Word- .

the QL will give you a grand total score for |
both games. QL Fictionary is avaﬂabie -
throu QLUB and costs £9.95. .

The complete Sinclair QL. software catalo- |
gue, giving details of this and other pro- |
grams, is available from Sinclair Researehj -

.3,:
s

1r1iz4 1.1..;24 soaae
BONUS
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Versmn 2
Vexatmns

i l have for some time mtended to write to

lgue ou to say how pleased I have been with the
| st version 2.00 of the Quill, Abacus and
~ 'Easel programs. They are all an enormous
. lmprovement on the previous versions,
 which I found
 only from the fairly frequent

ti‘ﬁe very frequent referrals back to the car-

. Archive, T am sorry to say, stﬂl.

- ers badly in this way. You cannot
a b,ack -Up copy on a separate cartridge, ex-

pt by copymg in SuperBASIC mode, as

- me know just how I can send my
. lastmgs to my rinter? That is
Whatever 1 -
~ have tried so far has met with dismal failure

extremely frustrating, not
hang-ups but

Version 2.3 of ‘QL’
e Qulll Archive, Abacus
~_and Easel are now

=-'-ﬁ'_¥avfa;11able from Slnclaxf (

Research at
C-amberley

b 1mpos31bie to change the cartridge with-
using a hang-up. I do hope these
< wntants will be eliminated before long.

* Since one can now obtain extra memory, .

| would it not be possible for the pro

~ assess the amount of memory available and

if sufficient, to place the whole program in

: :iﬁaemory? Inciudmg, ‘please, the printer

~ The other point, which led to wrztmg to

you finally, is that in the last issue on page

8, you gaye instructions on putting the prin-

ter installation program on to Archive. At
_ the end you write simply copy Ins :

~ from Quill or Abacus on to ,
puzzling as to why the result
- did not work, but continually came up with -
129 not, found’, 1 found that not only .

- long time of

Installabas but also Installedat must sbe

transferred from Abacus or Quill to Ar-.

" chive. After this, all worked perfectly. Per-

this in your next issue.

~ haps your readers might be pleased to know
' 'f’heee things can be very aggravating
G lasscs o

~ and I was continually plagu
errémmtheUsers uide whenlﬂrstgot

- my QL computer. There seems to be a
i breakdown samewhere in the checkmg pro-

- cedures in Sinclair Re and improve-
~ ment would be greatly appreciated by all, I

am sure. It seems a pity that such a ve?y.;,,

. excellent uet should be let down by

such relaﬂvety mmple, but very annoymg :

ive.” Aftera

>rogrammers’ forum

" Welcome to the QLUB programming forum, where we answer your
~ programming questxons Bhe Sonapive Hias pLBUIE B members. - :

One last re est Wouid ynu p@se let

hout re-
~writing eve g on Quill.
and 1 can find no reference in the manual or
any other book. It is probably so simple that
no-one thinks it worth mentioning, but I
would be very gratefuf for the information.

R H Melville,
Gtﬁkiford, Surrey.

Ed’w repiy Sinelair Resea:gh Is continuing
to review the performance of Quill, Ar-

chive, Abacus and Easel. As detailed on

1, Version 2.3 is now aveilable and it
offers a number of improved features. Indi-

vidual titles can be purchased from Sinclair
* at Camberley at a cost of £7.50 per ttle.
_T?m new version handles RAM e

SIons
in a more cokerent manner and will automa-

 tically make use of extra RAM if it’s there

and installed in the correct manner.
Like the previous version, this does not

allow you to allocate RAM if you, havga ins-
that a
future release will melude the facility to do

talled extra memory. It is hoped

this manually. QLUB News will keep you
informed of this and other significant deve-

* lopments as they happen.

One alternative to making use of
RAM is RAM-disk software. Almost aize
RAM expansion systems now on offer for

disk software. This software sets aside part
of the memory expansion so_ that the QL
thinks of it like a storage device - such as a

_,ﬁopydzskaer'adm’e and can address QL

it using ump}e comn .
orogram - RAM1, and the like. Ymmthe_n depen

; clmgon how big a RAM expansi
Jou_buy, copy your Psion
shasaﬂ and run J
~ thus speeding them ably and
:-Ieavmgaﬁo dbéirzvfs‘ free gtwage.
- Listing your programs out to

_ You operate your printer from ~
“send the listing to that port. He
. mmmands you amuld user .

OPEN#& serl-
or, 1’1" you've al;‘eady aabed t;he pmgran

: COPY MDVI.FTLEI\AME 'ro Sﬁi{

 returning to the start of the line - i.e. a line

'SuperBASIC program which forces a car-
- riage return after every line foed would:
the QL make use of the machine’s device- correct that problem were it to occur.

t nature to offer builtin RAM-

is also simple - although i "
depend of? the t%f%m t

centres on the tact that the QL
independent. All you need‘ to do
channel to the serial port - if tha

LIST#3

M:cmdnve type:

The only pmbiem you nught encomtq
our printer doesn t recognise the QLS
ine' command, in which case you would

the printer moving down one line &

time it prints a line of program but

feed without a carvigge refurn. A s

The QL can mmmunwaﬁe with madms as
welfczspnntm Below you see the Q-Connect
SJ’SW foemi by Tandgz!a far use uﬁm t}:e
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' |Owl and th

1| owl Computer Training is offering
QL training courses. The normal |

e QL

prices for a single day’s training is

£62.50 + VAT, and the Introduc-
tory and Archive courses are nor-[

mally bookable only as 2-day

| chunks. As a special offer to| |
QLUB members any day can be |
booked at £55.00 + VAT and the |
- Archive and Introductory courses |
| | can be split into single days, again |
| at £55.00 + VAT per day. -

It may also be of interest that a
set of Distance Learning Packs on
the four Psion programms should
be published in the Autumn.

| at chess

A party of QLs
did j umer down to London
ina heavy lorry

that looked like it weighed a ton

As promised in Issue 7, we have selected
three winners in our Limerick competition
for the best completion of the Limerick - A
QL on a day trip to London.

The first winner of the QL Caverns prize is
J C Smith of Edinburgh, who picked up the
travelling theme:

A QL on a day trip to London

Said Observe how I got that long run done:
With my fast microdriving I am early
arriving

Straight down the M1 and the ton done!’

Dr D C Lewis of Alderbury, Shrewsbury
picked a communicating theme as his meta-
phors became well-mixed with history:

A QL on a day trip to London

In the Tower linked up with a QCOM
They hacked from that fort,

And brought Wall Street to nought,

But were found, smartly switched off and
undone.

And the final winner, Peter Jones of London
often singled-out the gaming activities on
the nation’s capital in his missive.

A QL on a day trip to London
Met Mr Bill Smith and his son,
Don said Bill “At a guess, I've played it

"

A hundred times - and never won, Don!

The driver missed the park

while Microdriving for a lark

he was so busy with QL Cavern
that he missed his favourite tavern

Although it isn’t really a Limerick, we also
thought you might be amused by this hu-
morous procedure, from Roger Vanstone of
Plymouth, who gets a blank Microdrive
cartridge as a runners-up prize;

REMARK “POLITIQL™

DIM CABINET(30,0)

DEFINE FUNCTION GOVERNMENT
PAUSE (5 YEARS): END DEFINE
DEFINE PROCEDURE IMAGE
DELETE PARKINSON: SIN(BAUD)
SELECT ON ARCHER: FLASH 1:
END DEFINE DEFINE PROCEDURE
POLICY:

POLICY=PI(IN THE SKY)

IF CLAIM=TRUE THEN FOR
TIMES=PAPER:

PRINT EDITORIAL FAVOURABLE:
BEEP(LONG)

IF CLAIM=FALSE: BLOCK: TURN U:
RETRY:

END DEFINE

DEFINE FUNCTION OPPOSITION
SKINNER=CURSOR:
DALYELL=GOSUB

MERGE OWENSTEEL REPEAT KIN-
NOCK:

NO EXIT: NO END

REPEAT

SAVE US: PENDOWN

RUN LBYTES FOR LEATHER

DON'T STOP

Ed’s note: Don't bother trying to type it in,
or your QL may try running for Parliament.

L ;s@“?’lﬁ@ﬁ[’ o
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Office | QLUB product order form

Thip Spetial tr&eiz ofaa
deals zgéalrﬁscounts for QL{}SB

To order DIRECT FROM SINCLAIR RESEARCH Ltd

o mw?km%nm%h&emgﬁ%f Complete the coupon below
o ed%pmgzmbezs ‘
* GST Cmnputer Syste:ms is foérmg 1ts Product Code Title Quantity | Price | Total
: at:ciaﬁnedﬁ&lﬁ  operating system for the
‘j‘_ @ ata 20 mm mﬂmj’}w dms}& 5501 QL Assembler £29.95*
- write to mtmﬁer Systemm 55 Mt 5503 QL Cash Trader £69.95
: 5504 QL Touch 'n’ Go £24.95
5505 QL Project Planner £39.95
dfiermg T e 5506 QL Entrepreneur £39.95
%ﬁ: S;dg 5507 QL Decision Maker £39.95 .l
. B members can buy it 5508 QL Integrated : £89.95
d:'yﬂﬂrkglggs 1 Accounts .
5509 QL Monitor £19.95*
DRK Pg,;,&uggs' Ltd is eﬁ‘ermg Lts . 5510 QL Meteor Storm £12.95
Wﬁa&mt%d‘s w%ug ey 5513 QL Home Finance £24.95

‘bers at 2 20 per nm

5514 QL Cavern £12.95
5515 QL Gardener ' £24.95
5516 QL Macro Assembler £59.95
5517 QL Fictionary £12.95
5518 QL Reversi £12.95
5519 QL Bounder £9.95
5520 QL Pawn £19.95
5521 QL Paint £24.95
5522 QL Quboids £9.95 Q
5523 QL Jabber £9.95
5524 QL Classic £9.95
Adventures
6509 QL Technical Guide £11.95*
TOTAL

*Indicates QLUB special 20% Discount price @ Tick here if you

@ Please tick if you require a VAT receipt [ ] would like a catalogue
eI enclose a cheque/postal order to Sinclair Research Ltd for £

@ Please charge my Access/Barclaycard/Trustcard No

* A special price is available
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