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If the early
releases are

any criterion

1987 looks set to
be a bumper year
for programming
utilities. Ron
Massey checks
the early crop.

Sinclair/QU World January 1987

A second entry into the
U.K. market from the
German software house
Ultrasoft, OKick is a kind
of background front-end
and differs from similar
utilities in that invoking
QKick will suspend all
other currently-running
programs, both Basic and
jobs, temporarily,

Exceptional in that it is
written in Interrupt
Seven, QKick is entirely
menu-driven; invoking
QKick, by pressing
<CTRL> & <SHIFT>,
initialises a menu bar at
the top of the screen
along with a window
containing copyright and
owner's registration
information.

Command entries are
generally made with
<SPACE> and the
cursor keys; the "opps”’
option is usually invoked
with <ESC> or entering
a null string pressing
<ENTER>, with no
other input.

Pressing <SPACE>
initially highlights the left
menu header, DESK, and
gives access to the sub-
menus for information
concerning the immediate
operating environment
such as System, Memaory,
Channels and Clock.
Other DESK options
include;

A choice of QKick entry
keys. Defaulting to
<ALT> <SHIFT>, other
combinations include
<ALT> <CTRL> or

<CTRL> <SHIFT >, if
the default combination is
being used with a
program such as
Keydefine.

Screen off time. Defaulting
to a delay of 120 seconds,
if no input is made at the
keyboard for the set
period of time the
monitor display is
disabled. Pressing any
key will re-activate the
screen. Options range in
increments of 30 seconds
from 30 seconds to 15
minutes.

CQueue char. The usual
convention followed for
switching between QL
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jobs and SuperBasic is by
pressing
<CTRL>&<C>. If for
any reason other key
combinations are
required, characters from
chr§fl] - <FDTRL> &
<A> - to chrs${255) -
<ALT> and any key
other than
<CAPSLOCK> or the
cursor keys — may be
selected as replacement
keys.

Rep Delay and Rep Freg.
Defaulting to a value of
30 and 2 respectively,
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altering these values
determines the delay
before a character will
repeat and the latter value
determines the repeat
frequency rate, Setting
both values to zero makes
for very fast typing.
Selecting FILES invokes
its sub-menu containing a
list of options for a :
complete range of file
controls;
Directory provides
successive pages of files
on either floppy or RAM
disc.
View — an option for
copying a file to the
screen.
File Info provides a
directory from which a
particular file is selected.
Another window provides
the statistics regarding
type, length, dataspace
and last update. }
Copy, a selected file to a
named drive.
Backup, a whole media
from one drive to
another.
Change will convert every
occurrence of one string
with another and provide
a report of the number of
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conversions at the
completion of the option.
Delete will delete selected
files.

Format will format a
selected floppy or RAM
disc.

The NOTES menu
header — a useful 800-
character, two-page
Notepad.

OKick Diary — entries
are made against a time-
scale starting at 0700 and
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Information

Product: QKick version
4.0

Price: £14.95

Product: Disktool
Price: £9.95

Supplier: Schon PCP,
Northcote Crescent. West
Horsley, Surrey KT24
B6LX.

Tel: 04865 3836,

merging from a
period of relative
quiet in a manner not
unlike the mythical
Phoenix, Ultrasoit has re-
leased two new products —
one of which will be reviewed in
the near future — and added a
number of features to an
established product.

Making its first appearance
two years ago, QKick is now in
its version 4.0 release and is
fully QRam-compatible.

QKick, used in much the
same way as QRam, Is a kind
ol background front-end and.
once activated, suspends tem-
porarily all other currently-
running programs. Although
some of the QKick and QRam
functions are similar, for the
most part they complement
each other,

Activated with the default
<ALT> <SHIFT> hotkey,
QKick offers five main options
from its GEM-type menu. Each
option has a main pulidown
sub-menu and, from left to
right, you can select Desk,
Files, Notes, Tools and Exit.
Options are selected with the
left-right cursor keys and
<SPACE=. The call-up key
can be re-defined by selecting
DESK, moving the menu bar to
CUSTOM and pressing
=<SPACE=.

Hotkey

In addition to the hotkeys,
options on this sub-menu allow
you to define the spool device
— ser1 or par— and the QKick
database sort order. Other
CUSTOM options include:
Hotkey definer, defaulting to
<ALT> <SHIFT=; othercom-
binations include <ALT>
<CTRL> or <CTRL>
<SHIFT >, it the default hotkey
is being used with a program
such as Keydefine; screen off
time, defaulting to a delay of
150 seconds; if no keyboard
input is made for the set period
of time, screen display is dis-
abled. Pressing any key will re-
activate the screen, Range is
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in increments of 30 seconds
from 30 seconds to 15 mi-
nutes; CQueue char which al-
ters the QL default <CTRL=>
<C=> job switcher.

If for any reason other key
combinations are required,
characters from chr$(1) —
<CTRL> & <A> — to
chr$(255) — <ALT=> and any
key except <CAPSLOCK= or
cursor keys — can be used;
Repeat Delay and Repeat Fre-
quency defaulting to a value of
30 and 2 respectively: the
former value determines the
delay before a character will
repeat itself and the latter
value determines the repeat
frequency rate

The FILES sub-menu
accesses a complete range of
file management controls for
either floppy or RAM disc.
Directory; View — an aption for
copying a file to the screen;
File Info provides a directory
from which a particular file is
selected. The selected file is
shown with its statistics re-
garding type, length, dataspa-
ce and last update; Copy;
Back-up named files to a
named device; Change will
convert every occurrence of
one string with another and
provide a report of the number
of conversions at the comple-
tion of the option. Rename;
Delete will delete selected
files, Start a job; Format will
format a selected floppy or
RAM disc.

The NOTES menu; An 800-
character, two-page Notepad:
Diary Calendar, in conventio-
nal calendar format, preceding
and successive months may
be paged: Database; Altkey
definer, Calculator; Hex and
decimal converter.

The TOOLS sub-menu
allows you direclly to Edit
Memory, a File or a Sector; the
Job Control option produces a
further menu giving access 1o
Job information, Job peinters

and setting Job priorities
Other options from the TOOLS
menu allow you directly to
Load or Save Memaory, to Save
a screen or to spool a file.

Disktool

Until now, the ceiling for
formatting double-sided QL
discs has been limited to a
maximum of 80 tracks of nine
sectors each, totalling 1,440
sectors

The Ultrasoft Disktoo! sys-
tem requires version 1.14 or
newer of the QJump Pointer
Interface and version 1.08 or
newer of the Window Mana-
ger, both of which are supplied
or the complete QRam system
version 1.14 or later

Using <ALT> <D= as its
hotkey, Disktool functions are
displayed in the familiar QRam
formal. Icons and menu bars
may be selected by moving the
cursor over them and pressing
<SPACE=, All functions are
available with equivalent keyp-
resses except for a FORMAT
and COPY DO command

The Disktoof range of func-
tions falls into one of five broad
categories — Disc Protection
De-protection, dnve selection,
formatting parameters, copy
select and format select.

Previously, protecting data
from unauthorised personnel
has usually meant encrypting
it. While this form of protection
is undoubtedly effective, its
one shortcoming is that en-
crypted code repeats itself
and, even with three eight-
character code words, an ex-
perienced hacker can even-
tually work out the encryption
sequence used.

The Ultrasoft protection
routine works in a completely
difterent manner. First select-
ing PASSWORD, you can en-
ter a four-character code which
can be any QL printable char-
acter from chr$(33) to
chr$(191). Chcking on PRO-

TECT — or pressing P — you
are offered a chance to accept
or abert the routine. Once
accepting your defined code-
word, the disc is made unread-
able. Asking for a directory of a
protected disc will yield only:
PROTECTED 0/0 sectors

Unprotecting a disc is done
by entering the same pass-
word, which is also case-
dependent, and clicking on
UNPROTECT — or pressing
U. You are offered an
ACCEPT/ABORT option as
with protect. Failure to use the
exact decoding password will
render disc data permanently
inaccessable.

The left-central group of
lcons is used to specify source
and destination drives for
copying. You can specify
either copying 10 the same
drive, from drive one to drive
two or drive two to drive one.

Seven options are available
for formatting discs — single or
double-sided formatting, for-
mat the media in drive one or
dnve two, format at 80 or 84
tracks and the volume name.

In addition to being able to
click on individual icons. you
canalsopress <1>or<2> to
select the drive, <T>, to tog-
gle between 80 and B4 tracks,
<S> or <D= to format a disc,
single or double-sided, The
COPY and FORMAT menu
bars must be selected.

Provided you have the
appropriate QRam utilities
avallable, Disktool can be put
on EPROM and a version of
the code for blowing on to an
EPROM is included on the
supplied disc.

Short and to the point, Dis-
ktool is one of those ulilities
which, when you have used it
for a time, you begin to wonder
how you fared without it. | have
used successive versions of
QKick regularty since its
first release and find it In-
dispensible.
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